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Dear Sir: , 
Wi<h regard to .he above-identified application, the items of information hsted on the 

enclosed Form 1449 are brought to the attention of the Examiner. 

This statement should be considered because it is submitted before the mailing date of a 
firs, Office Action on-the-merit, Accordingly, no fee is due for consideration of the items hsted 

on the enclosed Form 1449. 

m accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1 .98(a)(2), a copy of each document or other mformatron 

listed on the enclosed Form 1449 is provided. 

No representation is made that a reference is "prior art" within the meaning of 35 U.S.C. 
§§ 102 and 103 and Applicants reserve the right, pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1.131 or omerw.se, to 
establish .ha. .he reference© are no. "prior art." Moreover, Applicants do no, represent that a 
reference has been thoroughly reviewed or tha, any relevance of any portion of a reference ,s 

intended. . . - 

Considerafion of the Hems lis.ed is respectfiuly requested. Pursuant to the prov,s,ons of 

M.P.E.P. 609, it is requested that the Examiner return a copy of me attached Form 1449, marked 
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as being considered and initialed by the Examiner, to the undersigned with the next official 
communication. 

Please charge any additional fees or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 13- 

2725. 
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MERCHANT & GOULD P.C. 
P.O. Box 2903 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402-0903 
(612) 332-5300 
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Name: Matthew A. Doscotch 
Reg. No.: 48,957 
MAD/JNR:ae 
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09/781,148 
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Filing Date: FEBRUARY 8, 
2001 
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Atty. Bar Code: 23552 





U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 
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DOCUMENT NO. 


DATE 
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4,890,601 


01/02/1990 


Potter 










5,388,566 


02/14/1995 


Smith et al. 
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03/12/2002 


Wilk, Jr. et al. 
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DOCUMENT NO. 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


TRANSLATION 
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0 267 671 Al 


05/18/1988 


EP 












WO 01/61251 Al 


08/23/2001 


PCT 












1,033,987 


06/22/1966 


GB 


























OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 




Dec. 
2000 


Photographic (copies) material referencing Travis Industries Model No. DV XL Fireplace (7 photos) 






Berkshire™ Cast Iron & Stone Gas Stoves Brochure from Lopi Stoves showing Ember-Fyre™ Burner (2 pages) 
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